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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE 

1 . PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE EROM PRESIDENT 
CARTER TO PRESIDENT ZIA ASAP. AS STATED IN THE TEXT, THE 
LETTER IS IN RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT ZIA'S LETTER WHICH WAS 
DELIVERED HERE ON JUNE 10. 

BEGIN TEXT. 

DEAR PRESIDENT ZIA: THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR THE GOOD WISHES 
CONVEYED IN YOUR LETTER OF MAY 21 WHICH AMBASSADOR SIDDIQI 
DELIVERED TO THE WHITE HOUSE ON JUNE 10. I WAS PLEASED TO 
HEAR ABOUT THE STEPS THAT YOU HAVE TAKEN TO STREAMLINE 
YOUR ADMINISTRATION AND INCREASE PRODUCTIVITY. I PARTI- 
CULARLY WELCOME YOUR WISE CHOICE OE THE CRUCIAL AREAS OF 
POPULATION CONTROL AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION FOR SPECIAL 
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ATTENTION, FOR I FULLY SHARE THE BELIEF THAT ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT MUST IN THE FIRST INSTANCE HELP THOSE WHOSE 
NEEDS ARE GREATEST. I TAKE GREAT SATISFACTION IN THE ROLE 
THAT THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN ABLE TO PLAY IN HELPING 
YOU MEET THESE IMPORTANT GOALS. 

THE UNITED STATES WILL CERTAINLY CONTINUE TO GIVE SYMPA- 
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THETIC CONSIDERATION TO YOUR REQUEST FOR FOOD, AND WE WILL 
DO ALL THAT WE CAN TO HELP IN YOUR DRIVE FOR SELF- 
SUFFICIENCY. 

AS YOU KNOW, ON APRIL I OUR GOVERNMENTS SIGNED A PL 480 
TITLE I AGREEMENT FOR 200,000 METRIC TONS OF FOODGRAIN. 

THIS GRAIN HAS NOW BEGUN TO ARRIVE, ONLY TEN WEEKS AFTER 
THE SIGNING. CURRENTLY, WE ARE NEGOTIATING AN AMENDMENT 
TO THE APRIL AGREEMENT FOR AN ADDITIONAL 150,000 TONS. AS 
SOON AS THIS IS CONCLUDED, WE WILL COORDINATE WITH YOUR 
GOVERNMENT TO ENSURE AS PROMPT ARRIVAL AS BANGLADESHI PORT 
CONDITIONS WILL ALLOW. WE HOPE TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS VERY 
SOON ON A SECOND AMENDMENT TO PROVIDE SOME OF THE VEGETA- 
BLE OIL WHICH YOU HAVE REQUESTED. 

THIS IS NOT AS MUCH GRAIN AND OIL AS YOU HAVE ASKED FOR, 
PARTLY BECAUSE OF CONSIDERATIONS OF PRICE AND AVAILABILITY 
IN THE UNITED STATES. AS YOU KNOW, I DO RELY VERY HEAVILY 
ON THE ESTIMATES AND RECOMMENDATIONS THAT AMBASSADOR 
MASTERS PROVIDES TO ME FROM DACCA. IF THERE ARE AREAS 
WHERE YOU DISAGREE WITH OUR ASSESSMENTS, IT WOULD BE MOST 
USEFUL IF YOUR OFFICIALS DISCUSSED THESE FURTHER WITH THE 
AMBASSADOR. I DO WANT TO ASSURE YOU THAT THE NEEDS OF 
BANGLADESH ARE VERY MUCH IN OUR MINDS. IF IT SHOULD BECOME 
NECESSARY TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FOOD IN RESPONSE TO 
CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES, I ASSURE YOU THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO 
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MOVE RAPIDLY TO HELP. 

I HAVE FOLLOWED WITH GREAT INTEREST THE RECENT POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS IN BANGLADESH AND AM PLEASED TO HEAR OF YOUR 
RECENTLY ANNOUNCED PLANS TO HOLD FURTHER LOCAL ELECTIONS 
AND TO HAVE GENERAL ELECTIONS BEFORE THE END OF 1978. 

THE CAUSE OF DEMOCRACY IS AN IMPORTANT ONE TO AMERICANS, 
AND I AM PLEASED THAT WE SHARE IT WITH NATIONS SUCH AS 
YOURS. 

I HAVE ALSO BEEN PLEASED BY THE PROGRESSIVE NORMALIZATION 
OF RELATIONS AMONG THE NATIONS OF SOUTH ASIA. ALL PARTIES 
HAVE SHOWN TRULY IMPRESSIVE STATESMANSHIP AT A TIME WHEN 
THERE IS MUCH TALK OF PEACE IN THE WORLD BUT THE TALK IS 
SELDOM FOLLOWED UP BY ACTION. I HAVE PLEDGED MYSELF AND 
MY ADMINISTRATION TO THE PURSUIT OF PEACE THROUGH ACTION. 

I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING TOGETHER WITH YOU IN OUR VARYING 
WAYS TO ACHIEVE THE IMPERATIVE GOAL OF PEACE. AS YOU 
KNOW, I HAVE MADE FAR-REACHING PROPOSALS IN SUCH AREAS 
AS THE REDUCTION AND EVENTUAL ELIMINATION OF NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS AS OUR CONTRIBUTION TO THIS PROCESS. 
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THE PROBLEM OF MEETING THE WORLD'S LEGITIMATE ENERGY NEEDS 
WITHOUT ADDING TO THE RISK OF NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION IS ONE 
OF PARTICULAR CONCERN TO ME. 

AMBASSADOR SIDDIQI ALSO RESTATED YOUR DESIRE TO PURCHASE 
AN ATOMIC RESEARCH REACTOR. IT WILL CERTAINLY BE MUCH 
EASIER FOR US, HOWEVER, TO DEAL ON NUCLEAR MATTERS WITH 
NATIONS THAT HAVE ADHERED TO THE NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY. 
A DECISION ON THIS MATTER IS, OF COURSE, ONE THAT YOU MUST 
MAKE IN TERMS OF YOUR OWN NATIONAL INTERESTS. I HOPE, 
HOWEVER, THAT YOU CAN SEE YOUR WAY CLEAR TO ADHERE TO THE 
NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY AS A CONTRIBUTION TO OUR COMMON 
GOAL OF STOPPING THE SPREAD OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS THAT CAN 
ONLY BE HARMFUL TO ALL OF US. 
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ONCE AGAIN, THANK YOU FOR YOUR LETTER. YOU CAN BE SURE 
THAT THIS ADMINISTRATION WILL CONTINUE TO ACCORD HIGH 
PRIORITY TO HELPING YOU AND YOUR GOVERNMENT IN YOUR EFFORTS 
TO IMPROVE THE HUMAN CONDITION IN BANGLADESH. SINCERELY, 
JIMMY CARTER. END TEXT. 

2. DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. CHRISTOPHER 
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